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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 



Background 1 

Previous studies of hockey history  

 Tranter（1998） Sport, Economy and Society in Britain 

  

  

 

  

 

 

After 1998 

        hockey history : 
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Background 2 

My recent studies of hockey history  

• Focused on the diffusion processes         

from the viewpoints of 

– 1. diffusion strategies of the Hockey Association 

(HA, est.1886)  & All England Women’s Hockey 
Association (AEWHA, est.1895)  

– 2. activities of clubs unaffiliated to the HA & 

AEWHA  

• These studies showed  

– A variety of club games have been played  



Fig.1  A variety of club games before 1914 
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         Previous studies of mixed hockey 

                          : unknown & little discussed 

 

         Sources suggest mixed hockey before 1914 

                          : well-known & much-discussed 
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Research questions  

 

              In England before 1914, 
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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 



• club records (Kendal, Abingdon) 

• guide books & handbooks of hockey 
– Creswell(1890), Battersby(1895), Thompson(1904), White(1909) etc.   

• hockey journals published before 1914 
– Hockey A weekly review of the game   

– Hockey The sole organ of the Hockey Association    

– Hockey and Winter Sports  

– The Cricketer and Football Player.  ・The Cricketer and Hockey and 
Football Player  ・The Cricketer and Hockey Player  

– Hockey  A weekly journal devoted to the game. 

– The Hockey and Amateur Football Monthly. Hockey  

– The Hockey Field  The official organ of the Ladies‘ Hockey Association  

• other journals & newspapers 
– The Field, Fortnightly Review, The Sphere, The Illustrated Sporting & 

Dramatic news, etc.   
8 

Sources 
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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 



Sources in 1890s with the word ‘mixed hockey’  

1897 
   The Ladies’ Club started in January, 1896, 
…with the distinct understanding that the 
Club should not play mixed games (this 
has been most scrupulously and strictly 
adhered to). 

– Blackheath Hockey Club. Being a Short 
Account of ladies’ Club, 1897, p.1 

1899 
    What is known as mixed hockey, that is, 
teams composed partly of men and partly 
of women …  

– Leonard B. Williams, ‘Game for Women. 
I. Equipment and the Medical Aspect’, J. 
N. Smith, P. A. Robson(eds), Hockey: 
Historical and Practical, 1899, p.322. 

1890 
   F.S.Creswell, Hockey.  

1893-95 
   Hockey. A Weekly Review of the Game 

                → no ‘mixed hockey’ 
1894 
   Wolverhampton L.H.C. was formed in 
1896, though most of its members were 
then drawn from a mixed hockey Club 
which had been started at 
Wolverhampton in 1894 …  

– ‘Wolverhampton Ladies’ Hockey 
Club’, Hearth and Home, April 1, 
1897, p.831.   

1895 
   In small communities it may be 
impossible to organise a club without 
some male assistance; but such mixed 
games are …  

– H. F. Battersby, Hockey, 1895, p.121. 10 

→ in mid-1890s 
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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 

      mixed hockey started in the mid-1890s    



 

• as private games in holidays 

• as club games  

•with the creation of original 

arrangement of the players 

12 

Sources suggests  

mixed hockey was played 
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‘Mixed Hockey’,  
The Penny Illustrated Paper and 

 Illustrated Times, 1900, p.392. 

As private games 

in holidays 1 

1900 

An image of mixed 

hockey in 1900 
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‘Hockey on the Sea Shore’,  
The Sphere, July 27, 1901, p.109. 

As private games 

in holidays 2 

1901 

 

 
An image of mixed 

hockey in 1901 

 



   At one time-—some half-dozen 

years ago—private mixed matches 

were very much the vogue in 

England, being affected by the 

aristocracy, and even by Royalty.  

   Much of this hockey was 

beautifully primitive and highly 

diverting. The ladies dressed for 

spectacular effect rather than for 

utility, while the men, in obedience 

to the fancied demands of 

decorum, eschewed the regulation 

hockey costume, and arrayed 

themselves in knee-breeches, high 

collars, and fancy waistcoats. 

15 

E. E. White, The Complete Hockey Player, 

1909, p.165 

As private games in holidays 3 

 

‘Hockey. An Exciting Moment.’,  
Lady’s Pictorial, March 21, 1903, p.511. 

around 1903 

 



As private games in holidays 4 

 1908 
• Many well-known hockey players 

are now at one or other of the 

Continental winter resorts. …Many 
clubs, indeed, seem to despair 

altogether of collecting eleven 

women of any description, and 

mixed matches are, consequently, 

again to the fore. … If mixed hockey 

is ever to be tolerated at all, it is in 

the Christmas holidays, and it is 

impossible to help seeing certain 

advantages in an amusement which 

employs eleven members of the 

same family at once.  

– The Hockey Field, Jan. 9, 1908, 
pp.183-184 

 1908 
• Hockey would have very few 

detractors if it were not for the 

Christmas holiday ‘mixed’ 
matches. …This variety of the game 

is practically confined to the 

country. In most neighbourhoods 

there are a lot of boys and girls 

home for the Christmas holidays, 

who find the time hanging rather 

heavily on their hands. They decide 

that it would be a good plan to get 

up some ‘mixed’ hockey, and collect 

people of all ages and sizes to make 

up two teams 

– The Hockey Field, Dec. 31, 1908, 

p.211. 16 



1910 

• The Pinewood Hockey Club, like many other ladies' 

clubs, began as a mixed club …but the number and 

importance of these [mixed games] became less and 

less, and they ceased altogether in the following 

year, after which the club played no mixed matches, 

such mixed games as were got up during the 

Christmas holidays being purely private games with 

which the club had nothing to do.  

– The Hockey Field, Jan. 6, 1910, p.198. 

17 

As private games in holidays 5 



As club games 1 

1899/1900 

18 

Kendal Ladies’ Hockey club 1898-1910,  

Secretary Book, WDSo 10/2, 

 Cumbria Record Office, Kendal. 

Kendal Ladies’ Hockey Club         
    (1898/99-1910/11) 

• Affiliated to the AEWHA from 

1902/03 

• In 1899/1900, played 17 

matches including 8 mixed  

matches against 5 clubs  

• Played no mixed matches 

from 1900/1901 

 

 

 

 



As club games 2 

1900/01 

19 

The Abingdon Hockey Magazine,  

no.1, March, 1901, p.6. 

Abingdon Hockey Club  

Match Results 1901/02 

Mixed:8 matches against 

             4 clubs/teams  



 

• A Mixed 

Hockey Team-  

Bath Hockey 

Club 

20 

The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, April 16, 1904, p.252. 

As club  

games 3 

1904 



As club games 4 
1906/07 

21 

  Without a doubt, hockey is now firmly established as 

one of the great pastimes. Year by year interest has 

steadily increased, until with the season 1906-7 the game 

reached a standard of popularity that was simply 

remarkable. … and most pleasing of all the fair sex were 

converted by the hundred. Indeed, so eager were the 

ladies to take the field that many clubs were compelled to 

extend their membership, with the consequence that 

“mixed” hockey became almost as prevalent as matches 

devoted wholly to one or other of the sexes. 

‘Review of the Hockey season’, 
The Cricketer and Hockey Player, May 2, 1907, p.18. 



As club games 5 
1913 

22 

These latter [mixed hockey clubs] are multiplying 

not only in London, but in the southern area, and 

in other parts of England. There are, we believe, 

something like 50 or 60 mixed clubs in London 

alone, and they are at present without an 

Association, or not recognised by the H.A. Neither 

will the Ladies' Association affiliate them. 

‘A Mixed Hockey Association’, Hockey. A weekly journal 

 devoted to the game, October 9, 1913, p.85. 
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with the creation of original  

arrangement of the players 1  1899/1900 

Kendal Ladies’  
HC 
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Arrangement of  

the players for 

mixed hockey 

Results of  

7 matches 

WDSo 10/2, Cumbria 

 Record Office, Kendal. 



24 

with the creation of original  

arrangement of the players 2 1905 

Speaking of the play, the greatest 

difficulty, generally, is to get any 

proper combination, owing to the 

naturally greater pace of the men. … a 

good deal of this difficulty may be 

obviated by arranging the team thus 

:—Men should be at outside right, 

outside left, and centre-forward. The 

two inside forwards, ladies. The 

centre half and one of the backs 

should be men, while the wing halves 

and one back should be ladies. The 

goalkeeper should be a man if 

possible. 

W M 

M 

W M M 

W W 

M 

Lewis Roalfe, ‘Notes by the way’, 
The Hockey Field, Jan. 12, 1905, 

pp.172-173. 

GK 

LB RB 

LH CH RH 

CF IR IL OL OR 

←M or W 
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To make the game as even as possible let the 

team be placed as follows : … the shooting of 

goals is left to the men, who are naturally 

quicker in the circle and hit harder than the 

girls. Obviously the position of centre-half is 

taken by a man, right half and left half being 

left to the girls. One great advantage of this 

arrangement is that the two girl halves have 

only girl forwards, i.e. outside right and 

outside left to mark; Let the man back play 

left, leaving the place of right back to the girl, 

as it is an easier position to clear from. 

The goal-keeper is always a girl. …Why should 

not a man defend the goal ? It is the only 

dangerous place in mixed hockey… I consider 

it rather cowardly of them to allow the girl to 

stand there with the men shooting at her. 

Ｍ Ｍ 

Ｍ 

Ｍ 

Ｍ 

Ｗ Ｗ 

Ｗ Ｗ 

Ｗ 

Ｍ 

One who enjoy it, ‘Mixed hockey’, 
The Hockey Field, Mar. 22, 1906, 

p.337. 

GK 
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with the creation of original  

arrangement of the players 3 1906 



Research questions  

             In England before 1914, 
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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

       mixed hockey was played  

as private games in holidays, as club games,  

with the creation of original arrangement of 

the players  

      mixed hockey started in the mid-1890s    

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 



mixed hockey  

• sparked up discussions including   

–criticisms 

» dangerous 

» not a serious part of game 

–Supports 

» improve play of men and women 

» only form obtainable in the country  

» fill the lack of games owing to the war. 
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Sources suggests  



Criticisms 1   

1895 
H. F. Battersby  

• Representative of the South,  

• Committee of the Hockey Association（1893/94） 

 

• …such mixed games are a poor makeshift for either sex, and 

often of some risk to the weaker. 

•    The men learn evil tricky ways from their superiority in pace, 

the ladies are out-run, see very little of the game, and learn 

less. The latter also are too apt to play into the men's hands, 

and, being unable to keep up with them, develop into pokey 

halves wherever they may be put, with no higher ideal than to 

stop the ball and scoop it to someone else as soon as possible. 

28 

H. F. Battersby, Hockey, 1895, p.121. 



Criticisms 2 

1902 
  

• …it cannot be argued that ladies have the necessary 
staying-power … to keep going at the same pace with 
men, who must also regulate their vigour in play to 

suit the requirements of the game, and therefore 

cannot be said to be playing in their real form. …we 
feel sure the majority do not wish mixed games to 

be considered a very serious part of hockey.  

29 
. 

‘Mixed Matches’, Hockey and Winter Sports, December 

27, 1902, pp.161-162 



Stanley Christopherson 

• Uppingham School Graduate  

• Representative of South and  

England  (Captain) 

• 1st goal scorer at the 1st 

international match vs. 

Ireland, 1895. 

• Hon. Sec. of the Hockey 

Association, 

1893/94‐1898/99 

Stanley Christopherson                           

                                         (1899) 

Criticisms 3 



 

   Stanley Christopherson  

I would strongly deprecate any attempt to put 

“mixed teams” on any higher footing. …No man 

in the match of this sort can use his best energies 

or play a really hard game; were he to do so, the 

result would inevitably mean an accident or at 

least a severe fall or blow to one or two of the lady 

players.   

31 

Stanley Christopherson, ‘Hockey’, W. A. Morgan（compiled and 

edited）, The ‘House’ on Sport by Members of the London Stock 
Exchange, 1898, p.187. 

Criticisms 3-1  1898 



 Stanley Christopherson  

– What is your opinion of mixed game? 

– Speaking seriously, I think they are a mistake, … 
Hockey is undoubtedly an excellent pastime for 
ladies, but in my opinion they should play it 
amongst themselves. No comparison can be drawn 
between hockey and tennis, for in the latter game 
the fair sex can to a great extent rise to the level of 
men's play, but there are many obstacles in the way 
of their being able to do so at hockey. 

32 

‘Chat with Prominent Players no.3.  Mr. Stanley Christopherson.’, 
Hockey and Winter Sports, Nov. 1, 1902, p.42. 

Criticisms 3-2  1902 



 Edith Thompson 
• Editor of The Hockey Field  

• Later became president of the AEWHA  

 

– ‘Mixed’ Hockey ... is undoubtedly dangerous, as well as 
being simply a burlesque of the real game 

   Edith Thompson, Hockey as a game for women, 1904, p.iv(preface). 

 

– The mixed game, even under the most favourable 
conditions, is a very poor form of hockey, and most of the 
accidents which have caused the game to be looked upon 
with some disfavour have occurred during mixed matches. 
Few men of girls who are adepts at hockey care to play in 
them, for they fully realise that they spoil each other’s 
game.  

           Edith Thompson, ‘Ladies’ Hockey’, The Field, Jan. 9, 1904, p.71. 

 

33 

Criticisms 4  1904 



F.G.Aflalo   
• One of editors, Encyclopaedia of sport（1897） 

• In lawn tennis, badminton and croquet they are to all 

intents and purposes the equals of the men. … The 
foregoing games are admirably adapted to mixed play 

between the sexes, and either sex can play with or 

against the opposite one. Of mixed hockey, ... it is 

not easy to speak with the same satisfaction. In the 

first place, it is obvious that if the men play the game 

for all it is worth … the ladies are in danger of rough 

handling. If, on the other hand, the men are too 

gentle, they are not playing the game.  

34 
F.G.Aflalo, ‘The sportswoman’, Fortnightly Review, vol.77, May 1, 1905, pp.900-901.  

Criticisms 5-1  1905 



F.G.Aflalo   
• Hockey is a good game for women, with women. 

Mixed hockey is a travesty and an abomination, with 

which it is refreshing to find that the authoress of the 

latest handbook (33) has no sympathy. …Mixed 
hockey eliminated, the game remains an exhilarating 

cold weather pastime for girl’s school and college. 
– 33．Hockey as a game for woman. By Edith Thompson.  

 

35 

F.G.Aflalo,, ‘The sportsman’s Library: Some Sporting Books of 1905’,  
Fortnightly Review, vol.79, January 1, 1906, p.172, 175. 

Criticisms 5-2  1906 



Supports 1   1901 

Correspondence Nov. 1901 
• Western Wildflower, ‘mixed hockey’ 
– I belong lo three clubs, two of which are mixed, so suppose 

I am qualified to speak. My experience is that girls, from 

playing with men improve in speed, pluck, and 

endurance. Slowness in tackling and hitting, so often seen 

in a ladies’ team, is generally not noticeable in those who 

are accustomed to mixed play. … One learns, too, in mixed 
play to respect rules, and to “mark your man”—two useful 

lessons not always well learnt in a “ladies only.” 

36 

The Hockey Field, Nov. 21, 1901, p.96. 



 
  

     Maud Helby, ‘mixed hockey’ 
– … in the country “mixed” is frequently the only form of 

hockey obtainable, and although not the “serious game” 
that it is when men and women play separately, it allows 

of clubs, and causes an interest in the game, in quarters 

where you might wait for years before being able to raise 

separate elevens. I do not think some of our town players 

realise country difficulties—the distance, the absence of 

railways, the lack of opponents for ladies’ teams, and the 
class distinctions. I will not say that you get their best from 

cither sex in mixed hockey, but I do affirm that it is a very 

great deal better than no hockey at all 

37 
The Hockey Field, Nov. 28, 1901, p.113. 

Supports 2   1901 



 
• Arthur W.R.Cheales (Hon.Sec. of East Gloucester 

Hockey Club), ‘mixed hockey’  
– …First, let me say that Mixed Hockey is taken 

seriously in the West, at any rate. Moreover, the 
ladies in many cases rise to a corresponding level 
of men’s play to that which they attain in lawn 
tennis. … Before I came here my experience was 
limited to an occasional —very occasional—sort of 
“picnic” game…, but now, after a considerable 
experience of the game played "seriously," I 
consider a good mixed hockey match second only 
to a men's match, and, in some eases, scarcely 
inferior at all. 

38 Hockey and Winter Sports, Dec. 20, 1902, p.159. 

Supports 3  1902 



• Twankey, ‘mixed hockey’ 
– …I have been playing hockey now for thirty-five years, and I most 

emphatically asseverate that most of the hardest games I have played 

in have been of the “mixed” variety. 
–     That our fair companions profit by having the aid of a few men in 

their athletic exercises is my firm conviction. Ladies hockey is a 

good—a very good—game; but surely it is made somewhat faster and 

more interesting by the addition of a few of the sterner sex. That a 

man's game deteriorates by playing a few times a week with ladies, 

with all due deference, I strenuously deny. It makes him more careful, 

or should do so, and teaches him to rely more on the delicacy of his 

play than on the superiority of his brute force. That mixed hockey can 

be condemned on the score of its danger to the ladies is palpably 

invalid. 

39 

Hockey and Winter Sports, Mar. 14, 1903, p.330. 

Supports 4  1903 



• Sep. 1914 

– The secretary of one of the most successful clubs in the 

London district suggests that Hookey should take up the 

question of mixed teams in the present crisis. He points 

out that practically every member of his club volunteered 

for service, but that only a third were accepted. …As a help 

towards providing a game for those who are among " the 

rejected," he suggests the playing of mixed teams. 

– Hockey. The Offical Organ of the Hockey Association, Sep 30, 

1914, p.33. 

• Nov. 1914 

– Bolsover are trying hard to get a mixed team together for 

practice matches, being quite unable lo get a men's side 

owing to the war. 

– Hockey. The Offical Organ of the Hockey Association, Nov, 11, 

1914, p.82. 
40 

Supports 5  1914 
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1. When did mixed hockey start? 

2. How was mixed hockey played?   

       mixed hockey was played  

as private games in holidays, as club games,  

with the creation of original arrangement of 

the players  

      mixed hockey started in the mid-1890s    

3. How was mixed hockey discussed? 

mixed hockey sparked up discussions including  

criticisms and supports 



Conclusion 

42 

Clubs 

Affiliated 

to HA 

Clubs 

Affiliated  

to AEWHA 

Unaffiliated  
 

Hockey circle since  

mid-1890s 

mixed hockey 

→continued to be  

    played as private  

    or club games 

diffusion processes 

of modern sport 

included the diversity 

beyond classification 

by sex   
‘Mixed Hockey. A Corner Conseded.’, The Illustrated  

Sporting and Dramatic News, December 23, 1905, p.685. 

→were not  

   recognised by 

 HA and AEWHA 
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1913/14  467 clubs 1906/07  436 clubs 
Established Year & 

Numbers of the Clubs 

158 201 

67 60 

84 96 

127 110 

6 1886 

6 

12 

6 1888 

1894 

1894 

S 

W 

M 

N 

The Official Handbook of the Hockey Association, London, Horace Cox, 

1906-07, 1913-14  
The Field., etc. 

Fig.2  Numbers of clubs affiliated to  

divisional branch of the HA 

                 (no sources about Eastern Counties HA est.1908）   
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1912/13 221 clubs 1906/07 281 clubs est. in 

1895 

88 75 

44 17 

41 43 

64 43 

S 

M 

N 

The Hockey Field,  

Nov. 22, 1906  

44 東部 W 43 

Gamage’s Hockey Annual and Club  
Guide for 1912-13, 1912 

１３ 

All England 

E 

Fig.3 Numbers of clubs affiliated to  

divisional branch of the AEWHA 

Affiliated clubs in the early 1910’s 

→ increased very gradually or decreased 



Increase of Clubs  

unaffiliated to the HA or AEWHA 

• league clubs in the North of England 

（Background）Both HA and AEWHA prohibited  league systems 

and cup competitions. 

 ex) The Ladies’ Hockey League (1910/11～)  

• 1910/11 2 Divisions  20 teams 16~18 matches/team  

（The Hockey Field, Mar. 23, 1911） 

• 1913/14 4 Divisions 35 teams 14~15 matches/team      

（The Hockey Field, April 9, 1914） 

• Mixed hockey clubs 
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Other Illustrations of Mixed Hockey before 1914 

48 



49 



50 



51 
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